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WHEN 
WE FIRST 
WENT TO 

HOZOIN 


YOU 
SAID,"WE'LL 































1 KNEW 
YOUD COME 
BACK TO 
DEFEAT 
INSHUN. 


EVEN THOUGH 
YOU LOST AND 
RAN AWAY 
THAT FIRST 





















YAGYU 
TERRITORY... 





TM 

[ GOING TO 
BECOME 

STRONGER/! 


niko Inoug 


ASdtl Date We) Msashi” By ciji Yoshikawa 















4 IM 
-_{ GOING TO 
: BECOME 
5} STRONGER, [= 
b TOO!! 






































Is 
iT YOU, 


oTsil? 


THA’ 


Nv 





YOURE 
A 
MASTER 
SWORDSMAN. 


THERE 
IS ALWAYS 
ROOM FOR 
IMPROVEMENT. 


SO GREAT, 
EVEN YOUR 
SON IN EDO 
IS TEACHING 
SWORDSMANSHIP 


OTSD, ARE 
YOU HERE FOR 
A REASON? THE 

DOJO IS NO 
PLACE FOR AN 

IDLE VISIT. 











BACK?! 


HE MAY BE 
KNOWN AS A 
SWORD SAINT, 
BUT HE STILL 

DOTES OVER HIS 

GRANDSON. 4 























WHO HAVE THE 
PERSEVERANCE | f 
TO REMAIN 


THE PROPER 
DISCIPLINE HAVE 
NO PLACE WITH 

THE YAGYO. 


MURATA 
YOZO. 





THAT MAN 
IS DEBLICHI 





THAT IS 
KIMURA 
SUKEKURO... 











THESE 
THREE MEN 
AND L 
SHODA 
KIZAEMON... 


TOGETHER, \. 
WE ARE KNOWN \y 
AS THE SENIOR 
DISCIPLES OF 
THE YAGYD. 


THAT'S 
WHY YOU CAN 
SPARE ONE OF 


DISCIPLES/! 


TLL GIVE 
YOU A 


THE BEST 

SWORDSMEN 
COME FROM THIS 
DOJO LOCATED 
OUT HERE IN THE 4 
MIDDLE OF THE 
, GREATNESS \, MOUNTAINS. 4 
OF THE YAGYO ‘ 


SURELY WE 
WILL PRODUCE ae: 
MANY MORE 
WORTHY 





FOR STILL MORE 
TRAINING. HOW 
MUCH STRONGER: 
HAS HE BECOME? 


THE 
SHINKAGE 
STYLE SHALL 
BE PASSED 
DOWN FROM 
SEKISHUSAI TO 
HYOGONOSUKE!! 





Lid 
youre  @AYY(Z 
7 PLANNING ON Yi 


RECKLESS 
AGAIN. 





‘a GOING TO 
TAKE HIM 


INVINCIBLE es ON... 
YAGYU * 
SEKISUSAI. 
























. THE 
HEAVENS 
WON'T BE 
LAUGHING. 






















THE 
AIR IS SO 
FRESH AND 
SWEET! I'M 

FINALLY 
HERE! 























































































































































































































BETTER 
TO TAKE 
TIME AND 








TM 
COMING 
FOR YOU, 
YAGYU 
SEKISHUSAL... 











MEANS THERE 

HAVEN'T BEEN 
ANY BATTLES 
HERE IN A 
LONG TIME. 


THIS 
LAND HAS 
SEEN NO 
ENEMY 
INVADERS. 


TERRITORY 
IS SO 
STRANGE... 





AND YET 
SOMEHOW THIS 
SMALL CASTLE 

AND THIS MOUNTAIN 
VILLAGE HAS 


MANAGED TO SURVIVE § 


ALL THE VIOLENCE 
AND BLOODSHED. 





OWARI...ALL 


IT'S PROOF 
POSITIVE OF 
yAGyo 
SEKISHOSAI'S 
GREATNESS. 





HE EAGER 
TO GET 








I WANT 
TO CLEANSE 
MYSELF BEFORE 
I GO THROUGH 
THE CASTLE 








| sean 


THE MIGHTY 4 z LOOKING 
swoRD FRY my FORWARD TO 
aN SN \ Wm HYOGONOSLIKE'S 
ARRIVAL. 


HAPPENED To Vif ooo YOU MUST 













MIND 
IF I BOAST 
ABOUT MY 




















EVER 
SINCE HE 
WAS A CHILD 
HE'S BEEN 
JUST LIKE 











BUT THAT a 
DENSHICHIRO my PID You 
DEAL WITH 




















I WILL 









RETURN TO HAVE AN 
AGAIN OPPORTUNITY 
TOMORROW!! To VISIT THE 
DOJO OF THE 


YAGYO!! 














¥Y THE OTHERS 
AREN'T 


THAT IS OF 
NO CONCERN 


TO ME AS MY 
ONLY DESIRE IS 
TO MEET THE 
GREAT MASTER 
SEKISHOSAI// 


TOMORROW 
SHALL THEN... 


RETURN/ 





PERHAPS I 
SHOULD TAKE 
HIM ON. WE'LL 
TEACH HIM A 

LESSON. 


i THERE'S 
NO POINT IN 


HAVING HIM 
BEAR A GRUDGE 
AGAINST 
us. 


Z \ , ALTHOUGH I 
I LEAVE " UNDERSTAND HOW 
e | HE MIGHT STRIKE A 


COMPETITIVE CHORD | * 


IN YOU-BOTH OF 
YOU RESEMBLING 
BEARS AND 









































HE HAS 
A PLACE TO 
COME HOME 
TO... 





AND HIS 
GRANDFATHER... 

















AS SO 
LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 
SEEING 


> 
Ey 
oi 
Zr 
i3) 


FOREVER. 








I DONT \": 
LIKE THEM 
a EITHER. 


SMELL 
BAD. 























The 





#31 





DISLIKE 
BATHING 











I DONT 
LIKE IT 
EITHER. 











LET ME 
GUESS WHY 
YOU HATE 


YOURSELF 
EVERY DAY. 












YOU'RE 
PREPARED TO 
BE ATTACKED 
AT ANY 
MOMENT. 












ys 
















y YOU'RE 
AFRAID THAT 
YOUR GUARDED 












o AWARENESS 
Vas WILL BE WASHED 
m | / AWAY ALONG 
\ p WITH THE 
QR 


DIRT. _ 
THAT'S ae 

WHY YOu 
DON'T LIKE 
BATHING. 














THE FEELING 
THAT YOU 
AND I ARE 

SIMILAR. 











I WAS 
JUST A CHILD 4 
ABANDONED 
AT A TEMPLE 
IN MIYAMOTO. 
VILLAGE OF 
SAKUSHD. 










| 


RIGHT OVER ff Wi 
THERE. ALLOW j 


ME TO SHOW ) 


A TASK 
FOR THE 
MASTER, 
PERHAPS? 







§ 








A 
WOMAN 
RIDING A 
HORSE. 








£4) d\ 
ei x\i 


wan 








WHO ARE 
YOU, BOY? 
‘ YOURE NOT 
STAYING FROM AROLIND 
AT HERE, ARE 
WATAYA. 


PRACTICE 
SWORD OF 





WELL 
THEN, WHY 
DONT YOU 
SHOW OTSO 

THERE? 




















--JOTARO. 




















“BUT MY 7 : ALSO 
HOUSE IS ae | ew : SAID... 


























































































































FILLED WITH 
“AND you AN UNCIVIL 
ARE SUCH A MAN LOT...” a 
I WOULD 
OF THE CITY. IT 
WOULD BE RATHER HAVE LIKED 
UNFORTUNATE TO OFFER 
‘Oo 
BECOME THE YOU SOME 
BUTT OF JOKES.” TEA... 












































“PERHAPS...” 














































DAMN IT! IF ONLY THAT 
BEARISH MAN I MET THE 

OTHER DAY WAS THE AN OLD MAN 
MESSENGER. I'D FORCE i THAN HE IS A 
HIM TO INTRODUCE ME j 
TO SEKISHOSAI. 





HOWEVER, 
I SHALL 
RETURN... 


FROM THE 
MASTER..._// i{]] AND I 
WILL SEE 


HIM THE 





Do YOU 
REALLY THINK 
THAT I, THE 


AM A 
MAN WITH A 
PREDILECTION 

FOR 
FLOWERS...? 











HERE, 
THIS IS 


ITS SO 
PRETTY. 





I SHOULD 
HAVE 
GOTTEN 
HIS 
NAME... 








FIT VERE ME, EON 
ona ie 
. bat 








YOU'VE 
GOTTEN 
STRONGER, 
YOZO!! 











oa 
2% 
aa 
xs 

= 











RETURNED/! 








DID you 
JUST 
ARRIVE? 








JUST HAD A 
MATCH!! I'M 





























HE HAS 
INDEED 
MATURED. 



































FROM THE 
CASTLE GAVE 
IT TO ME. IT'S 





@ You wk... 
FLOWERS? 














I STILL 
HAVE A 
LONG WAY 
TO GO... 
































You 
BROUGHT 
A VASE? 





























I COULDN'T 


DO ANYTHING 
AGAINST 
HIM. 











THEREIN 
LIES THE 
CHALLENGE!! 











TO THE 
INVINCIBLE... 


-- SUCCESSOR 









— 
wR ERTRAVAL, res 


ied w 
Pe Fu we g 4ie 


SHoKK 
+ 




















bt 
AV) | 
piers”? 
gtnyyh A 
MEIN 2) 1 ere’ 


Ne Pans : 

~~ 

a I oa 
tes} 























DAY, YAGYO 
SEKISHESAI... 


ALL OF THE 
SECRETS OF THE 
SHINKAGE STYLE 

TO HIS 

GRANDSON 

HYOGONOSLKE. 








-- WERE 
EVIDENT AS HIS 
TREMBLING 
HANDS BRUSHED 
s S ’ THE FINAL 
= F iB CHARACTERS... 
IT HAS 
BEEN OVER 
4O YEARS SINCE 
I INHERITED THE 
SHINKAGE STYLE 
DERIVED FROM 


+1 WAS 

ABLE TO 
MASTER IT-- 
APPROACHING 
HEAVEN AND 

EARTH. 





SHOULD 
I PASS AWAY, 
IT STILL 
LIVES ON, 
HERE. 






































I SEE 
HIM STANDING, 
THERE BESIDE 











AN 
\| IMPROVISA- 





AT THIS 
HOUR? 

















THE SIDE 
CUT AT THE 











I TOLD 
THE GATE 
KEEPER THAT 
I WAS YOUR 


ME AT FIRST 
CAUSE I MADE 
A MISTAKE AND 

CALLED YOU 





ISN'T 
THAT 
RIGHT, 


FILTHY 
BRAT? 


JOTARO, 
| HOW DID YOU 
4 GET INTO THE 
CASTLE/? 








To Ti BUT I 
= y \ WAS SENT 
DELIVER 

THIS kathy mY | HERE BY My 


MESSAGE!! we ‘MASTER... 

















7 

A MESSAGE 
FROM YOUR 
MASTER, 
EH? 











BOTHER TO 
READ HIS 
LETTER. 













< HIS SKILLS. 


“I WOULD 
LIKE To 
9 2 VISIT THE 
SEEK THE tS PR Ge DOJO OF 
OPPORTUNITY ¥ A) THE YAGYU." 
TO OBSERVE 
YOUR SWORDS- 
MANSHIP.” 


A FELLOW 
'ASPIRANT FOLLOWING 
THE WAY OF THE 
SWORD, WON'T YOU 
PLEASE GRANT MY 

REQUEST FOR A / 
- LESSON?" 








: COUNTLESS 
NUMBERS OF 

MY MASTER ; : MEN WHO FANCY! 
ISNT LIKE / THEMSELVES 


EVERYBODY SAMURA IN 
es il / TRAINING COME 

ELSE! ni HERE WITH THE 
SAME REQUEST. 















BUT WE 
JUST CANT BE 
BOTHERED WITH 
THEIR LIKE. YOU 
UNDERSTAND, 
DON'T YOU? 



















HIS MESSAGE, 
THEN CUT 

















RETURN TO 
HIM WITHOUT 
FULFILLING 
MY TASK!! 











you 

MUST 
TREASURE 
LIFE. 





















WE'VE 
RECEIVED 
A MOST 
PECULIAR 
MESSAGE... 

























































/ A NOBLE- 
THAT WOMAN 
MEANS... FROM THE 
a CASTLE 
GAVE IT 
..SOMEONE TO ME. IT'S 
FROM THE A PEONY. 
CASTLE 
CUT THE 
FLOWER. 








I DOUBT A 
NOBLEWOMAN, 
COULD MAKE 

A CUT LIKE 

THAT... 





















EVEN 
THOUGH IT'S 
BEEN CUT, THE 
FLOWER REMAINS 
VIBRANT--AS IF 
IT'S STILL 
ALIVE. 



















MY 
CUT IS 
DESTROYING 
THE FLOWER. 








THE CUT 
ON THAT 
PEONY IS 
DIFFERENT. 











HE 
WANTS TO 
KNOW WHO 

CUT THIS 





I FIGURED IT 
WAS THE USUAL~ 
A SAMURAI IN 


“I WOULD 
LIKE TO KNOW 
WHO MADE THIS 
MAGNIFICENT 
cuT.” 
















y THERE'S 
A DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 

THESE TWO 

CUTS? 





HAH! THESE 
FELLOWS ARE 
SO DESPERATE 

THEY'RE COMING 
UP WITH SOME 
CREATIVE WAYS 
TO APPROACH 





ots TOLD 
ME THAT 
MASTER YAGYO 
CUT THAT 
FLOWER. 




















, a _. 


MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI... 















«AGAINST 
THE YOSHIOKA 
OF KYOTO AND 
AGAINST INSHUN 
OF HOZOIN. 














HE 
WAS A 
FAIR MATCH 
AGAINST 
INSHUN...2 


HOW HARD 
@ COULD IT BE 
{TO COME UP 



































MY VISIT 
TO THE 


PLEASE 
TAKE 
CARE, 

SIR. 


I WONDER 
HOW MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI IS 
FARING WITH 
HIS TRAINING... 





ty 


MIYAMOTO... fd 

















YOSHIOKA 
DENSHICHIRO... 






ID 
COMPLETELY 
FORGOTTEN 
ABOUT HIM/! 








TAKE 






You 
FOOLS!! 


















SELLING 
FLOWERS 
NOW, ARE 








YOU'RE 
WASTING 
YOUR TIME. 
THEY WON'T 
GRANT YOU 
AN AUDIENCE. 


YOu 
HAVEN'T 
FORGOTTEN 
YOUR PROMISE, 
HAVE YOu? 


So You 

CAME TO 
SEE THE 
YAGYO 
TOO... 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 








wh LL 
SEE YOU 
BACK IN 


KYOTO!! 









































THINK ITM A 
MAN WITH A 
PREDILECTION 
FOR 
FLOWERS? 











LIMP AND 


..YOSHIOKA . iA LIFELESS... 
DENSHICHIRO. ty eA 




















\ 
\\\ 
























NOW THAT 
YOU HAVE 
LEFT KATO 
KIYOMASA'S 
HIGO... 


«1 HEAR 

THAT ALL 
THE LORDS 
THROUGHOUT 


THE PROVINCES 


ARE AFTER 





INTERESTED 
IN SERVING 
ONE OF 


CONTINUE 
TO TRAVEL 
THE LAND IN 
ORDER TO 
IMPROVE 
MYSELF. 





so 
MANY THESE 
DAYS ARE 
JUST LAZY 
PARASITES AND 
CHARLATANS. 


CONTINUE THE 

MUSHA SHUGYO, 
THE WARRIOR'S 
PILGRIMAGE... 

























HAVE BEEN 
OLDER THAN 
TWENTY. 












MEAN I STILL 

HAVE MUCH OF 

THE WORLD 
TO SEE. 







INSTRUCTED 
MY MEN TO BUT 
TURN AWAY I DID 
ALL WANDERING | NOT GET 
[samural. —/ | 7]| HIS NAME. 
/_\MAGINE 
Me THAT, JUST 
RUNNING INTO 
‘A MAN LIKE 
ee THAT ON MY 
AN TST a WAY HOME. 











- 








Py 






















CONTINUE 
MY TRAINING 
PILGRIMAGE! 


HAVE 
YOU NO 
THOUGHTS 


OF 
MARRIAGE? 























MI 
THE STRAY 
CAT IS 
PREGNANT. 

















(THIS Is 


OTSO. SHE'S 
BEEN LOOKING 
AFTER ME. 











YOU'RE 
BALD. 














BUT HE'S 


I BET THE MORE 
MASTER LIKE HIS 
LOOKED LIKE 4 GRAND- 
THIS WHEN > FATHER... 


HE WAS A 











GRAND- 
FATHER/! 


eat 


(hii, 














--BUT 
AT THE VERY 
LEAST ILL 
GAIN ENTRANCE 
TO THE 
ESTATE! 





“TLL 
SEE YOU IN 
KYOTO...” 




















“THERE'S 

NOTHING 

HERE FOR 
you...” 

























































TIVE GAINED 
ACCESS TO THE 
ESTATE WHICH 
WILL LEAD 
ME TO THE 
GREAT YAGY 








CONSIDERING 
HIS AGE... 


RESTING 


NO MATTER WHAT 
I DID, EVERYONE 
SAID I WAS JUST 


WHEN I TOOK 
UP THE SWORD, 
MY STANCE, MY 

FORM-~I WAS 

SAID TO BE 








COULDN'T 
STOP 
PRACTICING. 








IT WAS 
JUST THIS 
MORNING 
THAT HE 
TOLD ME... 


MASTER IS 


HE BRAGS 
ABOUT YOU 
WHENEVER 

HE GETS 
THE CHANCE. 








THE 
SHIP OF 
STONE 
REFUSES 
TO COME 
AFLOAT!! 

















LONG 
AGO, ASHIKAGA 










THE 
















WORLD ABOVE SHOG 
SEA IS IN A MEA VERy 
CONSTANT HOWEVER, © ATTRACTIVE 
STORM. IF TD SERVED 











WITH HIM I OFFER. 


WOULD HAVE 
BEEN KILLED 
BY ODA 
NOBLUNAGA. 















































AND UST 
AS MY NAME 
SEKISHOISAI MEANS 
“SHIP OF STONE,” \\ \\ 
T HAVE REMAINED Wy 
AT THE OCEAN iy AND IF 
ficon. TD TAKEN LIP 
NOBLINAGA 
ON HIS 
is OFFER... 
SO THESE 
HILLS REMAIN WHO 
LINTOUICHED. KNOWS WHAT 
WOULD HAVE 
HAPPENED WHEN 
TOYOTOMI 
HIDEYOSHI TOOK 
POWER. 





AND HAD 
I HONORED 
HIDEYOSHI'S 
WISHES AND 
SERVED HIM... 












IN THE CALM 
DEEP BELOW THE 
STORMY SEAS, I'VE 
MANAGED TO 
POLISH A SYSTEM 
OF MARTIAL 











.-THE YAGYU 





.-AND 


/ ar Stat: FAMILY WOULD 
. HAVE BEEN 
BE PASSED 
DECIMATED BY 
DOWN TO THIS 
It TOKUGAWA IEYASU 
CLAN'S NOBLEST AT THE BATTLE 
OF HEIRS. 


OF SEKIGAHARA. 





TM 
HONORED... 























THE 
GREAT LORD 
WILL NEVER 

SEE A 
WANDERING 
SAMURAI. 


NOT 
EVEN THOSE 
WITH A LETTER 
OF INTRODUCTION 
ARE GRANTED 
AN AUDIENCE. 











“4 


YOUR 
EFFORTS 
WILL BE 
FRUITLESS, 
SIR. 

















AND 
EVEN YOSHIOKA 
DENSHICHIRO FROM 
THE DISTINGUISHED 
YOSHIOKA SCHOOL 
OF KYOTO WAS 
TURNED AWAY. 






































MAKE MY 
MARK HERE AT 
THE YAGYO 
CLAN... 


MY 
SWORD WILL 
BRING THAT 
INVINCIBLE 

OLD DRAGON 
YAGYO SEKISHOSAI 
DOWN TO HIS 
KNEES. 





HMPH/ 
YOU WERE 
RAISED TO : 

“YOURE 
BE 109 WASTING 





REFUSED 
THEN ILL 
JUST HAVE 
TO FIGHT. 











TLL 
TAKE ON 
THE WHOLE 
CASTLE IF 
I HAVE 
TO. 


















































THEREFORE 
WE CANNOT 
WELCOME YOU 
INTO THE 
DOJO AS A 
GUEST. 


HOWEVER, 
WE TOOK THIS 
OPPORTUNITY 
TO INVITE YOU 

HERE TO DISCUSS 
THE WAYS OF 
THE SWORD. 


ve 






WE DO NOT 
PROVIDE 
LESSONS FOR 
ANY ON THE 
WARRIOR'S 
PILGRIMAGE. 
THAT IS OUR 
POLicy. 





AND 
HE HAS A 7 
PENETRATING 


i 


PLEASE... 
THERE'S NO 
NEED FOR 
FORMALITIES. 


PEONY STEM 
YOU INQUIRED 
















> 


THE 
F 


LORD, THE 
MASTER OF THE 
YAGYU CLAN WAS 


CUT THAT 


a 


OUR 










ONE WHO 
LOWER. 

















SO IT 
WAS 
YAGYO 


SEKISHOSAI | 
i 















IT WAS CLI 






SEKISHOSA 


BY MASTER | jj 


TY 


















HA HA. SO 
YOU CONSIDER 
YOURSELF A 











HAD IT 
NOT BEEN 
MASTER 
SEKISHOSAI, 
HAD IT BEEN 
ANY OTHER... 


- THAT 
WOULD MEAN 
TM NO MATCH 
AGAINST THE 

YAGYO 

SCHOOL. 












WHAT : a BUT 
COULD : HOW CAN 
POSSIBLY BE YOU TELL 


THE DIFFERENCE THE QUALITY 
EIT 
OF THE cite 


STEM...2 












BOTH 
ENDS LOOK 
THE SAME. 

ORDINARY MEN 
SUCH AS 
OURSELVES 
CANNOT TELL 
|| THE DIFFERENCE. 














ig ; : WE, TOO, 
DIFFICULT Sew P you CaN 


You CAN | HAVE DEVOTED 
TO EXPLAIN. a8 ENLIGHTEN 








j OUR LIVES 
I JUST THOSE OF US TO THE WAY 
FELT IT... WHO ARE NOT h OF THE 






AS FAR ALONG 
IN THE WAY 
AS YOU. 











WHAT 
EXACTLY 
DO YOU 

MEAN BY 
“YOU FELT 
IT"? 









THIS 
SHINKAGE HALL 
WAS ORIGINALLY 

BUILT FOR MASTER 
KAMIIZUMI ISENOKAMI 
FOR HIS STAYS 


THIS 
HALL IS SO 
DEEPLY CONNECTED 
TO THE WAY 
OF THE SWORD. IT 
IS MOST FITTING 
FOR US TO HOLD 
OUR DISCUSSION 
HERE. 





BEEN RAISED 
BY THE 
MOUNTAINS 
AND RIVERS. 


NEVER HAD 
A PROPER 
HAVE EVEN mae MASTER. 
REFERRED 
TO ME AS 
“DEMON 
CHILD" AND 
“BEAST.” 


HAVE THE 
WORDS TO 
EXPLAIN ANY 
FURTHER... 


TAKE UP 
YOUR SWORD 
AND CHALLENGE 
ME TO A FIGHT. 
THERE'S REALLY 
NO OTHER 
WAY. 





THIS 
YOUNG 
ONE HAS 
SOME 
NERVE! 






















TONIGHT'S 
MY ONLY 
CHANCE. 











TLL 
NEVER GET 
ANOTHER 
OPPORTUNITY 
TO GET THIS 
<< CLOSE TO 

SEKISHOSAI. 





ONE WON'T 
BE EASILY 
PROVOKED. 













THE 
NAME'S 
MURATA! 


OH...SORRY. 
I DIDNT 
MEAN TO BE 
RUDE TO 














YOu, ITS 
MURATA! ARE 





* TONIGHT’S MY 
_ [ONLY CHANCE. 













TLL PROVOKE 
HIM AND FIND 
A WAY IN. 








YOU'VE 
SCARRED 
THE FACE 

OF A 
SAMURAI! 


REALIZE 
HOW MUCH 

SHAME YOU'V! 

CAUSED ME?! A 




















Now 
ITS TIME 
WE FIGHT 
FOR REAL! 











Provocateur 


IN ONE 
CORNER OF 
THE ESTATE 
LIES A HALL 
KNOWN AS 
SHINKAGEDO. 


FEW IN THE 
CASTLE ARE AWARE 
THAT THE FOUR 
SENIOR DISCIPLES 
OF THE YAGYO 
HAVE INVITED 
MIYAMOTO MUSASHI 
ONTO THE PREMISES 
TO DISCUSS 
SWORDSMANSHIP. 






YAGYL 
CASTLE... 


THEN THEY 
MOVED ON 
TO RUMORS 
CIRCULATING 


THE LAND. 


IT BEGAN 
WITH A 
DISCUSSION 
OF SWORD 
FIGHTING... 








..AND MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI. THEY 
HAD FOLIGHT 
ON DIFFERENT 
SIDES, BLIT THEY 
WERE ALL THERE... 








HOWEVER, THEIR 
DISCUSSIONS § 
OF THE BATTLE 
OF SEKIGAHARA 
TRULY BONDED 
THESE MEN 
TOGETHER. 
DEBLICHI 
MAGOBE... 


.-SHODA 
KIZAEMON... 








-- KIMURA t 
SUKEKURO... | 
























EVEN IF 











IT MEANS I I WILL 
HAVE TO TAKE BE GRANTED 
ON EVERYONE AN AUDIENCE 

IN THIS WITH YAGYO 
CASTLE... SEKISHOSAI.... 






WHAT'S 
WRONG, 
MUSASHI? 








FIVE 
MEN LIVING 
BY THE SWORD, 
SITTING AROUND, 
CHATTING 
AWAY. 


WHAT IS SO 
RIDICULOUS, 








ON HERE? 





MUSASHI?  / 





NO, IT'S 
RIDICULOUS. 





Is IT SO 
ABSURD FOR 
SWORDSMEN, 

TO BE 
DISCUSSING 
SWORDSMAN- 

SHIP? 


AS 
IT IS 
PITIFUL. 





















YOu 
JUST SAID 
IT WAS 
ABSURD!! 








CAN WE KNOW 
IF THE YAGYO 
SCHOOL TRULY 
DESERVES ITS 
REPUTATION? 















THE YAGYD 
SCHOOL TURNS 
AWAY ALL 
WANDERING 
SAMURAI. 















WE 
HEAR ALL 
ABOUT THE 
YAGyO, 
BUT... 


YES, 
THERE ARE 
a 2 {| SIMPLY FAR 
‘|| TOO MANY 
OF THEM. 


















--. WHO 
KNOWS 
WHAT THE 
TRUTH IS... 


YOU STAY 
CLOISTERED IN 
THIS REMOTE 
SCHOOL IN THE 
MOUNTAINS... 


-.AND 
GATHER IN 
THIS NICE HALL 
TO “DISCUSS” 
\ SWORDSMANSHIP 
d EVERY DAY? 


AND A “MY 
/ COUNTER STRENGTHS IN 
WITH “I SWORSMANSHIP 
DISAGREE \ ARE SUCH f 
WITH YOU, AND SUCH. 
SIR...” 7 





HOW 
RIDICULOUS! 


THE 
RIDICULOUS 
YAGYUL! 





HE'S 
STILL TOO 





MAGNIFICENT CUT 
ON THE FLOWER, BUT 
I SEEM TO HAVE 
OVERESTIMATED 
HIM. 



















A WARRIOR 

CAN'T HE WITH TRUE 
SEE HOW HE'S TALENT WOULD 
DEMEANING NEVER BE SO 
HIMSELF BY DESPERATE TO 
DOING THIS...? SHOW OFF HIS 







\ STRENGTH... 


























Do 
THEY SEE 
THROUGH 
MY PLAN? 





= «I'VE 
MANAGED TO 
GET INTO THE 
CASTLE. I CANT 
LEAVE WITHOUT 
FIGHTING 
, SEKISHOSAL! 





a | 


STUPID 
=} DOG IS 
\ Too 


LOUD. 


DOESN'T 
USUALLY 
BARK LIKE //| 





PLEASE \ 
EXCUSE 











FOR 
ALL WE KNOW, 
SOME PROVINCE 
MIGHT HAVE 
SENT A SPY 


THE 
SPY MIGHT 
EVEN 
HAVE A 
PARTNER. 


PROCEEDS TO 
i ASSASINATE 
I OUR LORD. 


i 


| THE OTHER 


You 
NEVER KNOW 
WHAT SOME 
SCOLINDREL 
WILL DO FOR 
THE SAKE OF 
_ AMBITION 


ee 








WHAT 
THE SPY 
WOULD DO 
IN THAT 
SITUATION. 


ig 


PATHETIC IT 
WOULD BE FOR 
THE PLAN TO 
BE FOILED By 












WHAT A"! 
GREAT 
CHANCE. 














a7, 

st a 

i 
a ' : 


Wet 





MUNENORI'S © 
PRECIOUS 
DOG TARO. 


























YOu 

SHALL BE 

PLINISHED 
HW 


TLL BEAT 
YOU TO 
DEATH LIKE 
YOU DID TO 
THIS DOG/! 
NOW STAND 
uP!! 




















About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, author 
of the bestselling manga SLAM QUIK, with over 
100 million copies in print worldwide. For his work 
on VAGABOND, Inoue received the 2000 Media Arts 
‘award for Manga from the Japanese Ministry of 
Culture as well as the 2000 Kodansha Award for 
best manga, Most recently in 2002, Inoue's 
VAGABOND received the prestigious Tezuka award 
for best manga. To date, VAGABOND has sold over 
22 milion copies throughout the world, In addition 
to his numerous manga tiles, Inoue also created the 
character designs forthe PlayStation basketball 
game, ONE ON ONE, 





About VAGABOND and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASH isa fictional account 
of the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
‘RINGS, was a master of the sword and was revered 
as a “swordsaint.” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting which is typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords at once, holding the 
long sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the left, Musashi was also a master of the 
“gentler art—he was @ master of sume (black ink 
drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films, THE SAMURAI TRILOGY, ditected by Hiroshi 
Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mifune were also 
based on Yoshikawa's MUSASHI. Inspired by the 
huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 2003, NHK 
produced the historical period drama, MUSASHL 
‘Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, this drama stars 
kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as Musashi and 
TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu. 








A note on names: 


The names presented within the context ofthis 
comic are presented in the traditional Japanese 
order-surname, followed by frst name. “Miyamoto” 
is Miyamoto Musashi’s last name and "Musashi is 
his frst name. The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented first 
name fits, last name second, “Takehiko" is the 
author's frst name and “Inoue” is his last name. 


Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


Higo 
Located in modern day Kumamoto Prefecture. 


Hozoin Spear Technique 

Created by the Buddhist monk Kakuzenbo Hoin In'ei (1521-1607) of Hozoin 
Temple which was a sub-temple of Kofukuji Temple in Nara. This spear 
‘technique is typified by quick dexterous movements rather than the use of 
brute force. 


Kami‘izumi Ise no Kami Hidetsuna (1508-1577(?)) 

The son of Kami‘izumi Ise no Kami Hidetsugu, the lord of Kami‘izumi Castle 
in present-day Gunma Prefecture. Hidetsuna founded the Shinkage-ryu Style 
of sword fighting and was such an accomplished swordsman and military 
strategist that he was once recruited by the famed Takeda Shingen. 
Hidetsuna, however, declined the post, stating that he preferred to travel 
throughout the land so that he might perfect his swordsmanship. Many 
notable figures studied under Hidetsuna including the esteemed Yagyu 
Munenori and Hozoin In’. 


Owari 
Located in modern day Nagoya and its surrounding area, 


Sakushu 
Located in modern day Okayama Prefecture, 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of Sekigahara 

‘The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1558) in Japan was a time of 
chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and 
the shogunate, had grown increasingly weaker and the land was effectively 
tuled autonomously by numerous daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to 
expand their spheres of control, the daimyo were constantly at war with 
each other. One daimyo in particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to 
unify Japan by means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his 
assassination in 1582, he managed to control approximately one-third of all 
of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became 
Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. Through a 
process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating an 





orderly federation amongst the daimyo, and by 1590, order was restored to 
Japan under Hideyoshi’s rule. Hideyoshi’s death in 1598, however, 
presented the question of succession. Most of the daimyo from the domains 
in the west remained loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and its five-year-old heir, 
Toyotomi Hideyori, Tokugawa leyasu, however, leading the major daimyo 
from central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan's leadership. 
The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in Mino (located 
in present day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed an 
overwhelming victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would 
effectively rule Japan for the next 250 years, 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he 
was appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuji 
Takuan was an important figure whose acute and brutally honest advice 
was sought by influential and powerful figures such as Emperor Go Mizuno 
and the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori 
discussing Zen and swordsmanship entitled THE UNETTERED MIND has 
become an influential treatise in both the areas of philosophy and martial 
arts. The pickled daikon radish, takuan, also bears his name. 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu 
Munenori (1571-1646) was one of Tokugawa's key general's at the Battle of 
Sekigahara, Munenori was appointed as the official fencing instructor of the 
Tokugawa Clan and in 1632 the Yagyu were appointed as the ometsuke— 
responsible for the surveillance of the daimyo, Although the Yagyu clan has 
been depicted in Kazuo Koike's LOME WOLF AND CUB as the plotters of the 
downfall of ttto Ogami, the general Japanese popular culture take on the Yagyu 
Clan is more positive. More specifically, Munenori’s son, Yagyu Jubei (1607- 
1650), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the people from evildoers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and the 
founder of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. Yoshioka 
Kempo mastered the Kyohachi style of swordmanship and then modified it 
to form the Yoshioka style. In the context of Inoue’s VAGABOWD as well as 
in Yoshikawa’s MUSASHI, Yoshioka Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo's 
sons who are historically thought to have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi 
on numerous occasions.. 


To the trained 
eye, a single 
cut flower can 
be more reveal- 


ing about a man’s 

fighting skills than witness- 
ing a duel to the death. 
When Musashi is given a 
flower cut by master swords- 
man Yagyu Sekishusai, he 
realizes he must seek this 
man out—for Sekishusai 
may turn out to be the 
greatest swordsman 
Musashi will ever meet. 
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